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Dates for your Diary:Dates for your Diary:Dates for your Diary:Dates for your Diary:    
 
Thursday 1st May: 
P5 & P6 ECO Lab Workshops 
Friday 2nd May: 
P3, P4 & P5 ECO Lab Workshops 
Monday 5th May: 
Local Holiday 
Friday 9th May: 
Whole School Photograph 
P5’s to visit Dunblane HS for Science Workshop 
Wednesday 14th May: 
AM :  Primary 1 Skipping ~ Active Stirling Event 
PM :  Seniors at Handbell Ringing Day 
Thursday 15th May: 
AM : P7 Sports Festival at Dunblane HS 
Monday 19th May: 
Road Safety :  P1, P3 & P5 
P6 Educational Visit to the Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh 
Wednesday 21st May: 
AM : P1 Skipping ~ Active Stirling Event 
Thursday 22nd May: 
P7 – “Choices for Life” 
Friday 30th May: 
Sports Day   :  AM ~ Fun Sports/ PM ~ Competitive Sports 
(weather permitting) 
 

Forthcoming Activities in June 
 

Monday 2nd June: 
P1 Educational Outing to Science Centre 
Thursday 5th June: 
Zoo Lab visit to Nursery 
Friday 6th June: 
Reports issued 
Saturday 7th June: 
School Fete 
Monday 9th – Friday 13th June: 
Parents Surgery Week 
Thursday 12th June: 
Parents Evening (See Newsletter) 
Monday 16th June: 
P2/1 Educational Outing to Science Centre 
Thursday 26th June: 
P7 Graduation 

 
Dear Parents 
 
It seems a long time since our last Newsletter, and 
April seems to have passed so quickly.  Here are the 
dates and activities for May and forthcoming impor-
tant events in June. 

 
Green Flag Award: 
 
I am sure you all know by now, via your children, 
that our application for the ECO Schools Green 
Flag Award was successful, and we are now excit-
edly awaiting its arrival.  More information with re-
gard to a “hoisting ceremony” will follow.  Green 
Team members will explain below the process we 
went through to achieve this award, but I would just 
like to take this opportunity to thank all of the 
Green Team, especially the ECO Committee and 
Green Team staff who were highly involved in put-
ting everything together for the day of the inspec-
tion.  Thank you also to all the parents who helped 
to “litter pick” and tidy up the grounds in prepara-
tion.  It was a massive task and the environment has 
not looked so clean for a long time.  The challenge 
for us all now is to keep it so. 
 
Green Team Account: 
 
On Friday 25th April the ECO School Inspectors 
came to our school.  They were coming to see if we 
were a Green Flag School, the highest award you 
can get from ECO Schools.  When they arrived they 
got a tour of the outside and inside of the school be-
cause we wanted to show them how much work we 
have done to be environmentally friendly. They then 
spoke to our ECO Committee and asked us ques-
tions about our Action Plan and our litter picking.  
Next they went to P2 & P6/5 and they asked these 
classes questions about recycling, then they left to 
make their decision.  Just before home time they 
phoned the school back and said we had got the 
Green Flag.  Everyone cheered.  On behalf of the 
ECO Committee we would like to thank all the boys 
and girls, the parents and teachers who have helped 
us to achieve our Green Flag. 
 
Written by:  Lucy Mason and Bruce McNeill    
 
 



 
Birthdays:Birthdays:Birthdays:Birthdays:    
    
“Celebration Corner” ~  here are the girls and boys who 
have birthdays in May.May.May.May.    
    
Craig Marshall                      Elizabeth Hutcheson 
Kirsty Ross-Oliver                 Evan Raymond 
Sophie Greig                        Ewan Dickson 
Brian Iroegbu                       Ziad Farhan-Alanie 
Naomi Mountford               Ellen Stirling 
Ayesha Bhatti                       James Fraser 
Ben McIlwraith                    Jake Morrison 
Lindsay Campbell                 Frazer Plank 
Anna Lewis                          Aaron Crowe 
Katie Lavin                          Eva Ritchie 
Samuel Hunter                     James Colvin 
Katriona Miller                    Jodie Murray 
Alfie Thomson                     Rachael Howie 
Ross Buchan                        Gary McLean 
Sean Duff                             Amy Campbell 
Scott Taylor                         Brodie Smith 
Erin Morrison                      Emma Burgess 
Kyra Gibb                            Mai Chalmers 
Freija Nicol                          Maija Nicol 
Sarah Patrick                        Lloyd Raymond 
Shannon Taylor                   Aaron Murdoch 
Francesca McDermid            Eoin Brennan 
Rory McNicol                      Niall Forster 
Ali Collins                            John McDermott 
Sophie Poulter                     Amber Edgar 
James Forrest 
            
 
Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!Happy Birthday!    
 
 
 
Changing Classes Parents’ Evening: 
 
With fluctuating rolls, as in many other schools, chil-
dren do not always proceed from year to year in the 
same class groupings.  There has been some work re-
garding changing classes carried out this session 
across the council resulting in a leaflet for parents, and 
one in the pipeline written by children for children, in 
which we have had direct involvement.  In order to 
share this, together with information regarding our own 
class structure for next year, a meeting has been ar-
ranged for Wednesday 11th June between 7.00 pm 
and 8.00 pm.  At the beginning of that week all chil-
dren will be informed of their next class and teacher, 
with children involved in changes of groupings also re-
ceiving a letter of information for their parents. 
 

 
Infant & Nursery Group: 

 

A few more “daft” questions answered !  If you have 

any other questions you would like answered, please 

e-mail the Infant & Nursery Group at infantandnurs-

erygroup@hotmail.co.uk 

What is DEAR time ? 

⇒ DEAR stands for Drop Everything And Read  

During DEAR we sit in our seats and read qui-

etly.  If we finish our work early we some-

times do DEAR too.  You can borrow a book 

from the library or bring in a book from home 

and read it at DEAR time.   

Answer provided by Joe Siddle P4/3 

Do children pay for Tropical Tuesday and Fruity Fri-

day ? 

⇒ Yes each portion of fruit sold on these days 

cost 20p 

Who are the “Helpers” 

⇒ The “Helpers” in school are some of our sup-

port staff.  Their official title is SLA 

(Support for Learning Assistants) and they 

do a variety of jobs in school, from support-

ing children in class and in the playground to 

first aid and administrative tasks 

 

Deep Sea World Visit: 

 

Primary 2 went to Deep Sea World because our 

topic was “Under the Sea”.  Mr. Gray, the bus 

driver, took us to North Queensferry.  When 

we arrived we went to the Shark Classroom.  A 

marine biologist asked us to pretend to be di-

vers and we talked about jellyfish, starfish and 

sharks.  Then we went down underground into 

the tunnel to see the sharks being fed.  Next 

we went to have lunch under the Forth Rail 

Bridge.  After lunch we went to see the seals 

and then to see creatures that live in the rain-

forest.  Finally we went to the shop and got 

some souvenirs.  We had a super duper time and 

learned lots.  It was a perfect day. 

 

Written by the boys and girls in P2/M. 

 

(Following P2s visit to Deep Sea World, Mrs. 

Macfarlane received a letter from Mr. Gray, 

the bus driver, complimenting the children on 

their behaviour!). 
 
 
 
 
 
Joy E Macfarlane 
Headteacher 
 
 
 



 
Grounds clearance: 
 
Many of you will have noticed that a number 
of trees have been cut back/cut down in the 
areas close to the school.  This has allowed 
much more light into the building, and has 
made some of the indoor areas much less 
claustrophobic.  Our thanks goes to Steven 
Clarkson, who, along with just a very few par-
ent helpers, carried out this necessary task.  
Some of the trees may be replanted when our 
walking track is completed, and there may 
also be further cutting back/down required.  
If you can help out at all with this heavy work, 
which is likely to be completed before the end 
of session, could you contact the school office. 
 
Health for Life: 
 
Lessons will start for all children this term as previ-
ously indicated.  All families should have received a 
booklet indicating lesson intentions and vocabulary to 
be used. 

 
Primary 3 Graduation: 

 

I know some of you will be disappointed, but we 

have decided to discontinue the above activity 

this year.  We feel that the Primary 7 event 

marks a distinct move to a new era for them, but 

that Nursery and Primary 3 now move smoothly 

into the next stage as part of whole school de-

velopment. 
 
ASN Parent Forum 21 May 2008 

 

7.00pm – 9.00pm 
New Community Campus, Raploch, Stirling 
The focus will be on listening to the views of children & 
young people.  
We have two experienced speakers leading the discus-
sion – parents new to this forum will be very welcome.  
Creche/supervision for children will be available but 
must be booked by contacting Margaret Learmonth, 
learmonthm@stirling.gov.uk, tel no 442658. 
Listening to Children 
Stuart Aitken and Sally Millar 
CALL Scotland, University of Edinburgh 
Teachers, schools, local authorities and others have to 
find out children’s views about education and other 
services.  
We will introduce some of the practical materials that 
teachers and others might use to consult with children 
and young people who have additional support needs. It 
will also be a chance to see what other parents and staff 
have found useful and for you to share your own experi-
ences in this important area.  
For more information about listening to children & 
young people contact:   Stuart Aitken & Sally Millar 
CALL Scotland Tel: 0131 651 6235 
Email: sally.millar@ed.ac.uk or stuart.aitken@ed.ac.uk 

 
PARENT COUNCIL NEWS 

The Sponsored Walk on 29th March organised by 
the Fund Raising Group was a great success.  
Many thanks to all the families who took part in 
the energetic walk from Bridge of Allan to Dun-
blane and then gathered in the Dunblane Centre 
for food and entertainment.  A total of £672.43 
was raised for the benefit of the school. 

The Fund Raising Group is now preparing for the 
Summer Fete on Saturday 7th June.  This annual 
event depends upon the support of parents and 
again as many volunteers as possible are sought 
to help with the running of the event.  If you can 
spare a couple of hours either on the day or the 
night before to help set up please contact Joan 
McBurnie or Lesley Brown on 823444 or 825679 
or e-mail dpsfundraisinggroup@googlegroups.
com.   

The Parent Council met again on 30th April and 
heard from Joy Macfarlane about the progress 
with the School Improvement Plan which sets 
out the challenges for the school for the year 
ahead.  The Council also heard about a recent 
visit to the school by a research group from Glas-
gow University which is studying religious obser-
vance in Scottish schools.  The group were im-
pressed by the lively and effective presentation at 
the school services of the themes and values 
which the school seeks to promote. 

The next meeting of the Parent Council is on 
Wednesday 4th June at 7.30 pm in the school li-
brary.  Any parent is entitled to attend, or if they 
wish can raise issues with any Parent Council 
member.  For more information about the Parent 
Council please e-mail chairperson@dunblaneps-
parentscouncil.com 
 
 
Head Lice Reminder:Head Lice Reminder:Head Lice Reminder:Head Lice Reminder:    
    
Could I make a plea again for parents to check 
their children’s hair regularly.  It has been re-
ported to me that head lice have again been dis-
covered in several classes. 
 


